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Workshop in Rwanda for Young Designers  

2nd Edition  

__________________ 

1. 
Promoters  
The Fondazione Claudio Buziol , which aims to promote young people!s creativity 
through a series of initiatives, is organising the selection of 10 individuals, in partnership 
with the Iuav University of Venice, the Kigali Institute of Science and Technology and the 
international Soroptimist association, to take part in the design workshop ÒTradition and 
Innovation in the Design of Vegetable FibresÓ, which will take place in Kanombe - Kigali, 
Rwanda at the ÒSan MarcoÓ Centre d!Accueil e de Formation, from May 10th Ð September  
24th, 2010. 
 
2. 
Requirements  
The workshop is open to students and/or young professionals in design disciplines 
that are not over 30 years of age at the time of selection.  
 
3. 
How to take part  
Applications should be sent via e-mail to rwanda@fondazioneclaudiobuziol.org, by March 
12th, 2010. Each candidate should include their curriculum vitae (in Word) and a portfolio 
(in PDF for Macintosh, no larger than 3 MB), writing on the object box ÒTen for Rwanda Ó. 
Candidates are asked to indicate on the email the period (learning unit) in which they 
prefer to join the workshop in Rwanda. 
 
4. 
Cost of the workshop  
The cost of the workshop is 500.00 Euros, which includes the workshop!s costs and food 
and accomodation in Rwanda for two weeks. Every additional week in Rwanda will cost 
100.00 Euros. 
Travel, VISA and vaccinations costs are not included in the entry fee.  
 
5. 
Theme of the work  
Tradition and Innovation in the Design of Vegetable Fibres  
From the King!s hut to the Craftman!s Workshop. 
 



The second Workshop in Kigali will deal with the development and the application of 
banana tree, and other vegetable fibres, in building design. 
The Rwandan tradition of making architecture with vegetable materials is symbolized 
by the King!s hut, which had to be continually rebuilt in the village where the king 
stopped. 
In the tradition of building and rebuilding, it represents one of the highest point of the 
synthesis between house and furniture, where the workmanship compares with 
expressive richness of the poorest fibres. 
The articulation of the internal space is a chance to create refined panels which 
develop the manufacturing of daily objects. 
 
During the period of workshop the reconstruction of the King!s hut will be started in 
order to study constructive system and the possibility to rebuild it in future 
exhibitions. 
Together with the rebuilt of the King!s hut, a ÒCraftman!s WorkshopÓ in the San 
Marco Centre will be projected and realized. 
 
Craftman!s Laboratory project has three purposes: 

a) to create a prototype-building where experimenting and testing elements in 
banano and other vegetable fibres, discovered during the former workshop. 

b) to provide the Centre with a carpentry-laboratory-working space in order to 
improve the didactic activities and the research. 

c) to verify a possible typology of a working and exhibitive space useful for 
strengthening the Rwandan hand-craft system, and developing a distributive 
network in its territory. 

 
An important component of the Craftman!s Workshop will be the recovery system for 
the rainwater, studying possible treatments in order to render it drinkable. 
 

 
6.  
Organisational Structure  
Organisational coordination:  

¥ Scholastique Mukurutabana, Soroptimist Kigali 
¥ Simona Casarotto, Fondazione Claudio Buziol, Venice 

 
Scientific coordination: 

¥ Gaddo Morpurgo , the Iuav University, Venice  
 

 
7.  
The Panel  
Applications received will be examined by a panel made up of: 
      

- Renzo di Renzo , Artistic Director of the Fondazione Claudio Buziol 
- Esther Giani , Lecturer at the Iuav University, Venice 
- Filippo Mastinu , Lecturer at the Iuav University, Venice 
- Gaddo Morpurgo , Lecturer at the Iuav University, Venice  
- Marco Zito, Lecturer at the Iuav University, Venice 



 
8.  
Results  
Each applicant will be notified as to whether they have been accepted or not via e-
mail. Acceptance will lead to admission to the final phase of the selection, with an 
interview , at the offices of the Fondazione Claudio Buziol on March, 19 th 2010. 
The selection will be announced within March, 26 th 2010.  
 
9.  
The Data Protection Act (Legislative Decree n. 196, 30 th June 2003)  
Each applicant!s personal data will be processed by the Fondazione Claudio Buziol 
(Cannaregio 4392, 30121 Venice, Italy) and by companies directly controlled or 
affiliated with the same. This will only take place to allow the applicant to participate 
in the selection and all the connected activities stated above. 
All personal information needed to take part in the workshop must be provided and 
refusal to provide this or refusal to allow it to be processed may render it impossible 
for the applicant to take part in the workshop, as well as for the organisers to carry 
out related activity.   
Personal information will be held for the entire duration of the workshop and also 
afterwards, to allow all related obligations to be fulfilled. The applicant may exercise 
his/her rights under Art. 7 of Legislative Decree 196/2003. 

 
10.  
Applicants! Obligations  
In agreeing to take part in the workshop selection, the applicants expressly and 
unequivocally declare that they full accept the entire contents of this announcement 
and consent to the processing of personal data as described in point 9 above. 
 
For further information : 
rwanda@fondazioneclaudiobuziol.org 
 

 
Fondazione Claudio Buz iol  
Palazzo Mangilli-Valmarana 
Cannaregio 4392 
30121 Venezia, Italia 
tel. +39 041 5237467 
 
 

                                     

 
 


